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IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 

 

DIVISION EIGHT 

 

 

THE PEOPLE, 

 

 Plaintiff and Respondent, 

 

 v. 

 

ALFREDO RAMIREZ, 

 

 Defendant and Appellant. 

 

      B210400 

 

      (Los Angeles County 

      Super. Ct. No. BA319602) 

 

 APPEAL from a judgment of the Superior Court of Los Angeles County.  

Rand S. Rubin, Judge.  Affirmed.  

 

 Catherine Campbell, under appointment by the Court of Appeal, for Defendant 

and Appellant.  
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 Alfredo Ramirez pled guilty to one count of vehicular manslaughter and one count 

of assault with a deadly weapon.  In accord with his negotiated plea, the trial court later 

sentenced Ramirez to an aggregate term of eight years in state prison.  We affirm.  

FACTS AND DISCUSSION 

 On March 26, 2007, Ramirez crashed his car into Charlotte Woods’ car, and then 

drove away from the accident without stopping.  Woods followed Ramirez, trying to get 

his license plate number.  At the intersection of 7th Street and San Pedro Street, Ramirez 

drove through a red traffic light, and crashed into Anthony Howard’s car, killing Howard.  

An eyewitness at the scene estimated that Ramirez had been driving at 80 miles per hour 

when he killed Howard.  

 On May 29, 2007, the People filed an information charging Ramirez with the 

following offenses: (count 1) murder of Howard; (count 2) vehicular manslaughter of 

Howard; (count 3) assault with a deadly weapon upon Woods; and (count 4) leaving the 

scene of an accident.  The information alleged a deadly weapon sentence enhancement, 

an automobile, ancillary to counts 1 and 2. 

 On May 20, 2008, during voir dire, the People and Ramirez reached a disposition.  

Shortly thereafter, Ramirez waived his constitutionally guaranteed trial rights, and pled 

guilty to vehicular manslaughter (count 2) and assault with a deadly weapon (count 3), 

and admitted the deadly weapon sentence enhancement allegation ancillary to the man-

slaughter offense (count 2). 

 On June 13, 2008, the trial court sentenced Ramirez to an aggregate term of eight 

years in state prison as follows:  a high-term of six years for manslaughter (count 2), plus 

one year for the weapon sentence enhancement, plus a consecutive term of one-third the 

mid-term of three years for the assault (or one year).  

 Ramirez filed a timely appeal, and we appointed appellate defense counsel.  

On March 24, 2009, Ramirez’s appointed counsel filed an opening brief which raised no 

issues.  On the same day, we notified Ramirez by letter that he could submit within 30 

days any ground of appeal, argument or contention which he wished us to consider.  
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 On April 27, 2009, Ramirez filed a written response which suggests to us that he 

believes his privately retained trial lawyer provided ineffective assistance of counsel.  We 

summarily reject Ramirez’s argument because it relies upon matters outside the appellate 

record.  (People v. Mendoza Tello (1997) 15 Cal.4th 264, 266-267 [ineffective assistance 

of counsel claims are generally more appropriately litigated by petition for writ of habeas 

corpus because a lawyer’s deficient performance is not normally shown on the appellate 

record].)  

 We have independently reviewed the record, and are satisfied that Ramirez’s 

appointed counsel has fulfilled her duty, and that no arguable issues exist.  (People v. 

Wende (1979) 25 Cal.3d 436; People v. Kelly (2006) 40 Cal.4th 106.) 

 The judgment is affirmed. 
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       BIGELOW, J. 

We concur: 

 

 

  FLIER, Acting P. J. 

 

 

  BAUER, J.


 

                                              


  Judge of the Orange County Superior Court, assigned by the Chief Justice 

pursuant to article VI, section 6 of the California Constitution. 


